﻿Pescott Papers 6

GOLDEN WEDDING

Celebrated by Mr. and Mrs.
D. J. Pescott  
This was the heading of an article in the Geelong Advertiser of 4 February 1935. Included in the article are the following details:
    • Mrs Pescott was Miss Laura Elizabeth Grix.
    • They were married on 4.2.1885.
    • They were married at the bride's parents' home in Nicholas Street, Chilwell.
    • The marriage was performed by the Rev. Thomas Anderson.
    • The bridesmaid was Lil Pescott (later Mrs Harry Morriss).
    • The best man was George Pescott.
    • Relatives only attended a tea and social evening in the Noble Street Methodist Church Sunday School Hall.
    • On Sunday 46 representatives of the family attended a family service at the church.
    • [And I add with due decorum that:] Mrs Pescott wore a graceful frock of mauve satin printed with a tiny design in white, with a smart black silk coat, and black hat, trimmed with tiny beige velvet flowers. [It is apparent from an accompanying photo of the couple that David wore a suit.]
    • Mr and Mrs Dave Pescott lived at 'Somerville', McKillop Street.
Elva [Sterrit] Pescott has sent me a photo of a group of 47 (including David and Laura Pescott) who were present at the gathering. The Addy article lists 45 people who were 'among those present'. As you can see, the three numbers noted don't necessarily coincide, but there must be a large percentage of overlap. If you can identify any of the group, please write to me with details (my secretarial skills don't do justice to phoned information).

The article provides first given names only of the unmarried, and gives initials only of the married. I have supplied the full names and their ages at 4.2.1935 (question marks indicate that I don't have birth dates).
[David James Pescott (72)		Laura Elizabeth (Grix) Pescott] (72)

Frederick Thomas Everett (48)	Lizzie Dean (Pescott) Everett (49) (daughter)
Keith David Everett (19), Winifred Mary Everett (16) (grandchildren)

Thomas Howard Pescott (47) (son)	Nellie Gertrude (Porter) Pescott (52)
Janet Pescott (17), Joyce Pescott (?), Howard Pescott (15) (grandchildren), and, Muriel Porter (?)

James Cadogan Gilbert (46)		Vida Winifred (Pescott) Gilbert (45) (daughter)
Bethwyn Edith Gilbert (16), Robert James Gilbert (?), John David Gilbert (?) (grandchildren)

David Manners Pescott (44) (son)	Edith Maude Emily (Mansell) Pescott (38)
Meering Edith Pescott (15), Lillian Alice Pescott (?), David Norman Pescott (?), Ralph Elgar Pescott (7) (grandchildren)

William Harold Griffin (44)		Lily Somerville (Pescott) Griffin (42) (daughter)
Laura Belle Griffin (?), William Harold James Griffin (?) (grandchildren)

George William Pescott (70) (brother)	Ethie E.A. (Maddern) Pescott (71)

Thomas James Purvis (?)		Fanny Wailes (Pescott) Purvis (74) (sister)

James Richard Pescott (68) (brother)	Effie A. (Woodfull) Pescott (64)
Dorothy Woodfull (Pescott) Heathcote (40) (niece)

					Emily A. (Martin) Pescott (= Mrs Joseph Pescott) (62) (sister-in-law)

Edward Edgar Pescott (62) (brother)	Violet J. (Furphy) Pescott (60)

Harry Morriss (64)			Lillias Jane (Pescott) Morriss (66) (sister)
Hazeldean Morriss (34) (niece)

Benjamin Currie Grix (76) (br.-in-law)	Mary S. (Dickson) Grix (?)
Miss Grix (?) (niece by marriage)

Mrs A. Taylor. (?) Mrs A. Holdsworth. (?) Rev. J.C. and Mrs Lawton (?)

(Pink = relationship to David James Pescott)
Imagine the arc of males at the back of the group to be the back row, then with a little imagination, five rows of people can be recognised, thus individuals can be labelled as follows:

1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	10	11	12	13
M	M	M	M	M	M	M	M	M	M	M	M	M

		14	15	16	17	18	19	20	21 22
		F	F	F	F	F	F	F	F   F

23	24	25	26	27	28	29	30	31	32
F	F	F	F	F	F	F	F	F	F

	33	34	35	36	37	38	39	40
	F	M	M	M	F	F	F	F

	41	42	43	44	45	46	47
	F	F	F	M	M	M	M

Those I can identify are:	7	Harry Morriss
    11 has to be Rev. Lawton
13	George William Pescott
    25 Hazel Morriss (later, Mrs Les Woodard)
    28 Lil (Pescott) Morriss
    36 David James Pescott
    37 Laura Elizabeth (Grix) Pescott
    44 Ralph Elgar Pescott
    45 David Norman Pescott

If you do write to identify individuals, use the numbering above, and distinguish between positives, probables and guesses, e.g. my guess is 26 is Fanny Wailes (Pescott) Purvis.

Ten years after the Golden Wedding Anniversary, the Geelong Advertiser ran another story:

DIAMOND WEDDING
Mr and Mrs D.J. Pescott

Further details in the 1945 report included:
    • David's parents, Tom and Mary Pescott, were living in Pakington Street at the time of the wedding.
    • David was the secretary of the Geelong Master Builders' Association for 33 years.
    • He was a life member Bareena Bowling Club [in Noble Street, Chilwell].
    • He was a member of the Noble Street Methodist choir for 50 years and choirmaster for 40 years.
    • He had a fine tenor voice.
    • Laura (Grix) Pescott had taught at the Noble Street Sunday School for many years.
    • David remembered vividly his parents' house in McKillop Street being pulled down to make way for the Western District railway being constructed.
    • Dave and Laura's daughter Mrs F.T. Everett made the anniversary cake.
    • Members of the family who attended the celebration were: Mrs F.T. Everett (Caulfield), Mr and Mrs T.H. Pescott, Mr and Mrs J.C. Gilbert and their family, Mr and Mrs D.M. Pescott and their family, Mrs H. Morriss, Mr G Pescott, Mrs W.H. Griffin (Ballarat), Mr J.R. Pescott (Melbourne), Mr E. Pescott (Melbourne), Mrs B. Grix, and Miss E.M. Grix.

More Newspaper Snippets Featuring David James Pescott

The papers quoted from are the Geelong Advertiser and an early, now defunct, Geelong paper, the News of the Week.
            16.4.1887 Dave is the librarian and treasurer of the Noble Street Methodist Church (NSMC).
            24.9.1887 Dave sang at a Sons of Temperance meeting, as did his sisters Fanny and Lil.
15.10.1887	Dave sang at the annual Rechabites festivities.
            2.9.1889 At a 22nd anniversary tea and concert of the Self-Reliance Tent IOR, Dave sang 'Alone on the Raft'.
            29.6.1889 Dave conducted a special choir at a Gospel Temperance Mission.
6.7.1889		A solo by Dave was a highlight of the 17th anniversary of the Independent Order of Good Templars.
            13.7.1889 A choir under Dave sang at a thanksgiving service by Loyal Orange Lodges and the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society.
1888		Dave was vice-chairman of the Geelong West Mutual Improvement Society.
            24.8.1889 The Chilwell Free Library in Russell Street was officially opened. Both Dave and Lil sang at the ceremony.
1892		Dave's 'large and well-trained' church choir rendered the cantata 'The Holy City'. He was presented with a 'beautiful coffee service and cruet as a token of esteem for the services he had rendered as choirmaster' during the previous 5 years.
Dec. 1892	While umpiring a cricket match, Dave was struck in the eye by a ball and was treated at the hospital.
            30.7.1892 At an entertainment in aid of the funds of the Barwon Football Club, Dave sang the song Good Company 'with pleasing effect'.
            5.8.1893 At an entertainment in aid of the funds of the Barrabool Branch of the Blue Ribbon Army, Dave and Lil 'gave an expressive rendition' of Life's Dream Is O'er.
Oct. 1894	Dave chaired the Annual Meeting of the Chilwell Wesleyan Cricket Club. He was a member of the match committee and delegate to the Churches Association. In 1893 the club had won the inaugural association premiership.
    1899 Dave was president of the Chilwell Football Club.
            31.3.1910 Dave was presented with a gold pendant in recognition of 22 years as NSMC choirmaster.






























David James Pescott with his grandson Ralph Elgar Pescott
1935


Many other snippets similar to the above appear in the Geelong papers. Collectively, they paint a picture of an extraordinarily busy man, a man dedicated to his community, especially his church and its allied activities, to singing and to sporting pursuits. He was truly a worthy citizen.

